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Vatican II:
a summons to
‘grow up’
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grassroots ministry? Then you
know only too well the challenge
of trying to mobilize the laity.
Typically, five percent of the
community shoulders 95% of the
load.
Over a quarter of a century
ago, a Jesuit priest came to
Australia and addressed this
problem head-on. He did so with
all the confrontational style of
a prophet. Too often, he said,
lay people act like adolescents.
They want the car keys whenever
it fancies them, but have no
intention of paying for the petrol
— leave that for Dad! Translated
into parish life: too many
parishioners want involvement,
but only on their terms. They
are happy to ‘dabble’ in parish
ministry as long as it’s a ‘feel
good’ experience; but as soon
as the task becomes wearisome
or difficult, they drop it back on
Father’s lap.
Then again, he continued,
many lay people act like children.
They may be company directors
in the workplace, but come to
parish life and suddenly they are
like infants, wanting their hand
held, their feelings stroked before
they will apply themselves to
the work of the parish. Our lay
people need to grow up! said this
fearless Jesuit. If you are going
to be a lay leader in the parish,
then be an ‘adult’ one. Follow
through on your tasks, embrace
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touched by the combined efforts
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of our mission as lay people.
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and get back on board!”
I should add that this priest’s
message was not always
confronting, nor only addressed
to laity. It was delivered in
the context of affirmation and
conversion experiences, training
and renewal, celebration and
community support. Through
his influence countless people
experienced real hope and
healing. Yet he never backed
off from holding out to us the
inescapable truth: the kingdom of

© Teresa Pirola, 2008
teresapirola.net

